
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
________________________________________________________________________________

“True Worship”
Isaiah 6

Big Idea: A true encounter with God should lead to true worship of God through true humility, grace, 
surrender, and obedience.

CHARACTERISTICS of true worship:
True worship comes from a glimpse of the glory of God that leads to true humility before God 
(1-5).

What an incredible experience! Isaiah had an amazing vision of God in His throne room. The 
overwhelming picture of Isaiah’s vision was of the all consuming majesty, glory, and power of the 
Lord. From the height of the throne to the robe and smoke that filled the temple to the foundations 
that shook, what Isaiah saw was confirmed with the words of the angels that Isaiah heard: “Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!” Even the burning angels covered 
their faces from the glory of God and covered their feet in the presence of God, and in God’s 
presence, Isaiah felt the weight and reality of his sinfulness in contrast to God’s holiness. With this 
glimpse of God’s glory, Isaiah fell in true humility before the Lord. This picture of the majesty, glory, 
and power of the Lord hasn’t changed! God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and when He 
gives us glimpses of His glory it should still lead us to true humility before Him.
1. What do verses 1-5 teach us about God? Pull directly from what God’s Word says, and 

discuss the meaning of these images as they relate to the character and nature of God.
2. What do verses 1-5 teach us about sinful humanity? How is Isaiah’s condition before God 

connected to humanity in general?
3. Do you know anyone who desperately needs to have an encounter with the Lord that leads 

them to humility before the Lord in their lives? Share names or initials, and pray for those 
individuals now.

True worship flows out of the grace of God that touches your life in an undeserved way (6-7).
In that moment of humility, one of the seraphim flew over to Isaiah, and with a coal from the 

altar, the angel touched Isaiah’s lips and pronounced God’s forgiveness in Isaiah’s life. What a 
beautiful picture of God’s grace. Isaiah was standing in humility and helplessness before God, and 
God came to him, touched him, and forgave him, pouring out His grace on him. What an amazing 
moment in Isaiah’s life. There’s no mention of what Isaiah did in these two verses because all of the 
focus is on what God did for him. Isaiah didn’t deserve God’s grace, but in His humility and 
confession before God, Isaiah received God’s grace. God’s grace still works that way today. In an 
undeserved way, God still touches the lives of those who realize their sin and who come before Him 



in humility. God still forgives sin and cleanses unrighteousness. God’s grace is still the most amazing 
gift that should lead to true worship in our hearts towards the God that touches us with His grace.
1. What or who prompted the angel to communicate the forgiveness of God in Isaiah’s life? 

Why is this important? What is the significance of this in our lives and the lives of others?
2. Share your testimony of when you first experienced the conviction of your sin and received 

the touch of God’s grace in your life. How did that experience impact your worship? How 
does it still impact your worship today?

3. Do you know anyone who needs to have this encounter in their lives? Pray for them now.

True worship leads to unrestricted surrender to God with your life (8).
After being touched by God’s grace, Isaiah clearly heard the word of the Lord: “Whom shall I 

send, and who will go for us?” At this point, Isaiah responds in complete surrender: “Here I am! Send 
me.” Isaiah didn’t know where God was sending him, and he didn’t know what God was sending him 
to do. Isaiah was simply surrendered to whatever God called him to do and to go wherever God 
called him to go! Isaiah’s response is a picture of true worship that gives it all to God without 
reservation and with complete faith in God. It was the only right response given what God had done 
in Isaiah’s life in giving Isaiah a glimpse of His glory and in pouring out His grace on Isaiah’s life. 
How much more is this true in our lives today? In Jesus, God has given us the greatest glimpse of 
His glory and the greatest touch of grace in our lives. Because of Jesus, believers ought to — like 
Isaiah — cry out in unrestricted surrender to God with their lives.
1. Without any indication of what God was asking, Isaiah surrendered his life to the Lord’s 

purpose and call. Does Isaiah’s response amaze you? Why, or why not?
2. Have you surrendered your life to God’s call for your life in a completely unrestricted way? 

Be honest, and share where your heart is on this issue. If not, what are you holding on to? 
What’s keeping you from unrestricted surrender to God’s call for your life?

3. Why is surrender connected to worship? How does surrender impact true worship?
4. When was the last time that your time in worship lead to a real desire for surrender to God 

with your life? How can you experience this every day in your worship of God?

True worship results in obedience to the Will of God in your life (9-13).
Isaiah’s unrestricted surrender resulted in a committed obedience to God’s Will for his life. 

For Isaiah, this wasn’t an easy call. God called Isaiah to a mission of preaching to a people who 
would not listen and who would not repent. Isaiah was called to preach to a people who would not be 
built up but would rather be torn down. Isaiah’s call was tough, but Isaiah’s surrender was sure. 
Isaiah obeyed God’s call as He worshiped in God’s presence that day in his life. Today, this is still the 
purpose and direction of true worship. Worship of God should result in obedience to God. As we 
hear the Word of God in the presence of God, it should lead us to surrender before God and to 
obedience to God. Nothing has changed! So is this the result of your worship today?
1. Do you think this was the call that Isaiah wanted to get from the Lord? Why, or why not?
2. Does the fact that God may call you to do something that you don’t want to do affect your 

willingness to unreservedly surrender to Him with your life?
3. What does Isaiah’s call say about “success” in ministry? Is it about what the world sees as 

success, or is it about obedience to God’s call?
4. Pray for our faith family, for our church leadership, and for your small group that our worship 

week-to-week would lead to obedience every week to the Will of God in our lives.


